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Tutoring Kicks Off With New Format
A new school year means the beginning of
another year of tutoring at North City. This
year brought several
changes to the tutoring
program.
Catrina Dye, who
devoted
several
years to developing
and
maintaining
the program, accepted a job as a special education teacher at a
nearby school. The church has responded in
full force to lead the
program,
ensuring
that the children have
plenty of materials to
learn and are well-fed
every night.
Tutoring kicked off in
mid-September
and
will last 12 weeks. Tutoring is now offered
only on Thursday
nights, from 5:30 to 7:30. The children register every night and begin with a meal cooked
by the church.
They have a short
devotional
and
then break out
into two groups.
Every child receives
45 minutes of one
-on-one tutoring.
The big change this year is the addition of
classes. When they are not being tutored,
children sign up
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classes which are
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ment and life
skills. 1st Quar-

ter
classes
were Wacky
Science Experiments
and
Brain
Enrichment
( l o g i c
games).
In addition to improving the tutor ratio, these
classes will hopefully provide some hands-on
experiences for kids to develop a variety of
skills.
One program feature
that has not changed
is
the
currency.
North City Buck$
continue to be rewarded to children for
good behavior, respect, and completing
work.
These Buck$
can be spent periodically at the Christmas Store and School Store.
Also, Dr. Mike Pabarcus, professor at St. Louis
Christian College, continues to bring a small
army of tutors every week to help out with
the tutoring. These
energetic,
young
students are building
positive relationships
with the children in
Mark Twain and
serving as good role
models.
After 5 weeks of tutoring, we have averaged 15-20 children every week and
10-12 adults.

6 Weeks of Summer Madness… and VBS
North City completed
another
year of Vacation
Bible School progra mmin g
f or
children in the
Mark
Twain
neighborhood.
This year, 40 kids
from Mark Twain
neighborhood
came 3 days a
week. 4 church
youth
groups
came from out of
town to work with us this summer:
 University Church of Christ, Shreveport, LA.
 Madison Church of Christ, Nashville, TN
 Owensboro Church of Christ,

Owensboro, KY

 Oakcrest Church of Christ, Okla-

homa City, OK

Each church brought anywhere
from 20-45 adults and teens to
work with neighborhood that
week. In addition to the excitement of VBS, each group completed projects around the church
including gardening, plastering
and painting, and helping us organize the school store.
The Oakcrest church planned a basketball
camp for the neighborhood. Several OkC
high school
c o a c h e s
came
and
worked with
the kids on
drills
and
skills during
the daytime.
Around 15
kids came to
the camp.
“We
were
r e a l l y
pleased with
the way the summer went. Each of the four
groups were a blessing to us. We look forward to their continued partnership with our

work in the Mark
Twain
neighborhood,” said Daniel
Gray.
Due to scheduling
conflicts,
the
church did not have
visiting groups during
two
weeks.
North City Church
members took the
two weeks as an
opportunity to try
out new ideas and
activities for VBS.
Instead of craft classes and games, the children signed up for a variety of skill classes,
including gardening, bike repair, cooking,
computer hardware, and art.
Children
enjoyed
the
classes
and
hopefully
learned
some valuable skills.
“We were just as excited
about
the
classes as the kids
were. Our goal at
North City is to
raise up leaders in
the neighborhood.
We believe that developing leadership
requires attention to
both the spiritual and physical development
of these kids,” said Robert Lawrence, Minister.
We want groups who come next summer to
be interested in experimenting with additional life-skills classes. Groups will still be
encouraged to develop a VBS lesson, but we
will also be encouraging them to bring a
couple of trades
How You Can Help:
that they can
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dren:
hobbies
like scrapbooking Pray for the children of Mark Twain
or sewing, or
technical
skills
such as carpentry. Many of the children attend summer school, so these VBS classes
would add some fun activities and provide
positive mentoring relationships.

Summer Collage

North City Church of Christ was founded in 1994 with the purpose of
furthering the work of the kingdom of God in the Mark Twain neighborhood of St. Louis, MO.
In addition to weekly worship and discipleship, we are committed to
building relationships in our neighborhood and improving the lives of
those in our community.
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North City Church is a
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North City happily accepts from those who want to help us further our
work. We welcome financial donations and in-kind donations. If your
church or group is interested in scheduling a visit to our church, we
would be glad to discuss work projects or involvement in programming.
To discuss any of these, please contact Daniel Gray at
admin@northcitychurch.org.
Our website is being reconstructed — we hope to have it re-done
within the next month.

You may be receiving this newsletter indirectly. If you would
like to continue receiving it in future months, please send an email to admin@northcitychurch.org. Please include your
name, mailing address, and e-mail address.

A Message From the Leadership
North City Church of Christ has undergone several changes over the last year. We have had
several people come and go who were involved
in the ministry. Our biggest loss has been the
Scott Jewell family, but we rejoice with his family, who has been called to minister with a
church in Chicago area.
Yet, we continue to be blessed in our ministry to
Mark Twain every day. However, we have failed
to share those blessings with our supporters.
This newsletter is the first step in our renewed
commitment to better communicate with each
and every one of you. We as for you to provide
us feedback from time to time on how we are
doing.
We ask that you continue to walk with us in our
ministry. We need your prayers as we labor,
and we ask for your financial support.
We have had some recent financial struggles, but
we hope to move past those in the coming year
and continue to improve upon this good work.

We welcome your support for some of the following projects we are currently working on:







An urban apprenticeship program to provide
a year long experience in urban missions for
college graduates
A refinished kitchen in the church basement
Rehabbing the 1st floor of the Rectory into a
dormitory for visiting church groups
Rental of the Convent (residential facility)
out to a non-profit social service agency
Repairing and re-opening the school to
community uses and activities for the kids
Installing a computer lab for community and
educational uses

Over the next year, our goal is to provide you
with a monthly newsletter.
We ask for your continued support. Please share
the news of our ministry with others.

- Grace and Peace be with you.

